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4�5� How many patients has 

the doctor seen this 

morning? 
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4�5� We went past our old 

house on our way to 

Granddad's farm. 
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The old lady shouted, 

"That man stole my 

 handbag!" 
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Uncle Sohel works in the Food Control Department. He visits our house whenever he 
gets leave. He is a very funny man as well as a food lover. At every opportunity, he 
talks about food. This time, his topic is 'rice’. "Life without rice would have been 
meaningless, do you get me? Mashed potato on a plate of rice and lentils. What a 
wonderful combination!" I said, "Uncle, you only eat rice. That is why you are fat." 
"That's right, but I don't eat as much as I used to," uncle replied. 

At that time mother called for supper. "I have cooked khichuri and meat for you." 
However, uncle refused as he was on a diet! He ate nothing in spite of mother's 
request. After the meal we went to sleep. Uncle had a habit of reading till late night. 

We woke up in the morning due to a lot of noise. What's the matter? There were 
sweets in the fridge for our lunch that was missing. There was bread for dad's lunch, 
that's also gone missing. The two bowls of Khichuri and meat curry had also gone 
missing! Father told mother, "Ask Sohel. Where had all these food items gone?"  

Mother entered uncle's room with tea. We also followed her. Uncle woke up by then. 
She asked him with a soft voice, "Brother, if you don't mind, have you had the khichuri 
and meat kept in the fridge? I can't find them. "O, yes, there wasn't much. I had them." 
Mother gathered a little more courage and asked again, "O, but the sweets and the 
bread?" "O, yes, I can remember, I felt hungry while reading. So, I thought to finish off 
the bread with the sweets. But, why? Is there any problem?" " No, not at all. Shall I 
serve the breakfast now?" Mother was waiting for the reply. Without any delay, uncle 
said, "Please! I did not have any rice last night, so my tummy was not filled in having all 
this food!" We all laughed and mother went off quickly to get him the breakfast.�
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